
HALFWAY TO GOAL! 
 

Encountering Christ is bringing parishes of the diocese together as  
one church, one body of Christ, with one mission. 

 

 
 

Campaign Executive Committee members from St. Austin Parish in Austin. 
 
Encountering Christ has raised more than half of its $85 million goal — thanks to more than 
6,700 generous gifts. 
 
“I am grateful to all who have supported our campaign,” said Bishop Joe Vásquez. “Through 
their enthusiasm and faithfulness, they are reinvigorating the mission of our diocese and 
strengthening our parishes and ministries for generations to come.” 
 
Our diocese has seen many changes since it was founded in 1947, and the number of Catholics 
has grown by 25 percent in the last 12 years. Bishop Vásquez began Encountering Christ to 
meet the goals outlined in Encounter that Leads to Transformation, the diocesan Pastoral Plan. 
The goals include supporting our clergy, embracing discipleship through encounters with Christ, 
forming future disciples in the faith and strengthening our parishes. 
 
Thirty percent of the funds raised — an estimated $22.5 million — will remain in parishes, 
which are participating during a series of waves. The Pilot Phase and Wave 1 parishes 
participated during 2018 and reached their collective goals. Wave 2 launched in January, and 
Wave 3 will begin this summer. Five parishes have chosen to run “independent” campaigns to 
raise an increased amount of funds for significant parish projects. 
  



Encountering Christ is bringing parishes of the diocese together as one church, one body of 
Christ, with one mission, according to Father James Misko, vicar general. “When one member 
of that body is rejoicing, then we all rejoice,” he said. “When one part of that body is sad, then 
we carry that sadness with us. When one part of that body needs something, then it becomes 
our need as well.” 
 
The campaign’s spiritual benefits outweigh the many practical resources it will provide, Father 
Misko said. “Yes, we need to do the improvements and projects that will be made possible with 
the money we raise, but the unity realized within our own communities as well as the wider 
diocese through this campaign is much more powerful than even the things we will build.” 


